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Cutting and Trimming Vegetation

Cut and trim spill-affected surface vegetation to remove spill residue and dying or
dead vegetation from the tundra surface. Remove contaminated plants to prevent
remobilization of the spill residue and accelerate the recovery of the remaining plants.

Use cutting and trimming to remove foliage and stems only. Avoid damaging the plant
roots. Collect the trimmed material by hand, rake, or shovel into collection bags, mini-
mizing contact between contaminated and uncontaminated material.
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APPLICABILITY

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS AND LIMITATIONS

• This tactic has a high potential of physical impact to vegetation. Only surface vegetation
should be removed. Root mat and surface structure should remain intact.

• This tactic is labor-intensive and may not be suitable for large sites where site access would
cause long-term damage to areas unaffected by the spill.

• Cutting and trimming spill-affected vegetation have been used as part of the treatment strat-
egy for crude-oil-affected moist and wet tundra sites on the North Slope with acceptable
short-term results (Jorgenson and Cater, 1992). Information on the effectiveness of this tactic
is based on field observations, not controlled experiments. No test data exist which document
whether the use of this tactic results in long-term benefits to tundra restoration compared with
other tactics, or in combination with other tactics, or in comparison with “no action.”

EQUIPMENT, MATERIALS, AND PERSONNEL

NOTE: Personnel typically work in pairs when cutting and trimming vegetation.

• Weed whacker

• Hand clippers or pruners

• Rakes (for collecting the trimmings)

• Trash bags

• Waste accumulation bins




